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CABINET WASTE AND RECYCLING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 2nd November, 2020 

 
Present:  Councillor Paul Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Stephen Button and 

Michael Miller 
 

Apologies Joyce Plummer 

  

 
45 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Plummer. 
 

46 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest submitted at the meeting. 
 

47 Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 19th December 2019 
 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 19th December 2019 were submitted for approval 
as a correct record.  
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

48 Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 

49 Waste and Recycling Collections 
 

The Waste Services Manager submitted a report on the waste and recycling 

collections.  He provided the following comparable recycling tonnage figures for 

2019/20: 

 

 Paper & Card increase 208.33 tonnage compared to 2018/19 

 Glass/Cans and plastics increase of 270 tonnage compared to 2018/19.  

 Garden waste increase of 99 tonnage compared to 2018/19 

 

During the Covid lockdown, April to July 2020, 1362 tons of residual waste were 

collected, more than the same period last year, which equated to 151 wagons full of 

waste.   

  
There had been a paper and card increase of 96 tonnage and a glass/cans and 
plastics tonnage increased by 410 over the same period as last year.  Garden 
waste tonnage had also increased by 68 over the same period as last year.   
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The Waste Services Manager explained that due to lockdown; no pubs or 
restaurants being open, no-one going on holiday and schools/universities and gyms 
being closed, everyone had been at home and so as a result there had been a 
noticeable increase in waste and, consequently, in tonnage in all waste streams.  It 
had been a very busy period for waste services.    
 
He referred to the safety precautions in place to ensure that waste collections were 
as Covid secure as they could be and reported that there had been no positive 
Covid cases to date. 
 
He reported that recyclable bulky collections had been suspended in March due to 
the Covid lockdown and that Lancashire County Council had closed all the 
Household Waste Recycling Centres across the county.  He explained that 
collections had been reintroduced in July in conjunction with the reopening of the 
Household Waste Recycling Centres.  The Working Group was informed that there 
had been a big increase in the requests for bulky collections and as a consequence 
the collection time had to be extended to 20 working days, with agency staff brought 
in to manage this.  He reported that collections were back in line with the Council’s 
policy of 10 working days.   
 
Lancashire County Council did not have plans to close Household Waste Recycling 
Centres during the next lockdown, due to start soon, unless instructed to do so by 
the Government. 
 
He reported that from 17th June 2020 Lancashire County Council had taken control 
and responsibility for the management of all the Council’s recyclable waste streams, 
which would be going to Lancashire Renewables in Leyland.  Residual (non-
recyclable) waste would continue to be taken to Whinney Hill landfill for disposal 
under the County Council’s contract. 
 
Councillor Miller asked if there had been any evidence that the introduction of the 
new waste recycling scheme had made a positive impact.  The Waste Services 
Manager explained that it was difficult to determine the actual impact of the new 
scheme due to the impact of Covid-19.  The Chair, Cllr Paul Cox, reported that he 
had attended a Lancashire Waste Partnership meeting in March and at that time 
Hyndburn had been the lead Council in Lancashire for increased recycling.  The 
Executive Director – Environment referred to 2019 figures compared with the 
previous 12 months and pointed out that Hyndburn Borough Council had been top 
in all but garden waste.  He indicated the impact of Covid-19 meant that any new 
figures could not be comparable. 
 
Councillor Button asked if the increase in recycling waste had had an impact on the 
operational budget.  The Executive Director – Environment explained that any extra 
cost would now be picked up by Lancashire County Council and the only significant 
costs the Council had incurred recently was the purchase of wheeled bins which 
replaced the bags and boxes.   
 
Councillor Miller asked for confirmation that recycling was no longer being sent to 
Rishton Recycling for disposal.  The Executive Director – Environment reported that 
Lancashire County Council was the disposal authority and could not confirm this. 
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Councillor Miller pointed out that the Collection Authority had a responsibility for 
ensuring that their waste was disposed of by a licensed authority.  The Waste 
Services Manager agreed to confirm where recycling would disposed at.   

Agreed (1) That the report be noted; and 

  (2)   That the Waste Services Manager asks Lancashire 
County Council to confirm the organisation/location of 
where Hyndburn’s recycling waste is processed and 
that this is visible/updated on their website for 
Hyndburn Councillors to view themselves. 

 
50 Garden Waste Subscriptions 

 

The Waste Services Manager reported that Garden Waste subscriptions for 2020-

21 were at 5450, just 50 under last year’s total, although residents were still 

subscribing and it was anticipated that last year’s total would be met. 

Agreed - That the report be noted.   
 

51 Climate Change and the Environment 
 

The Waste Services Manager reported that the Council had just replaced the five 
burnt out Refuse Collection Vehicles (RCV’s) from last year’s arson attack and to 
reduce the carbon footprint all the vehicles were specified with electric lifters, 
making the fleet greener and which would provide a small saving on fuel.   
 
He reported that they had looked at the full electric vehicles but found that the 
Dennis Eagle was the only manufacturer who still produced a ‘narrow track’ RCV 
but they only manufactured a full electric vehicle incorporating rear steer, which 
could not be used on landfill because of traction issues.  As a consequence, until 
Hyndburn started tipping at a transfer station, full electric vehicles would not be an 
option.  He pointed out that Lancashire County Council had been informed of this at 
the last meeting of Lancashire Waste Managers. 
 
In addition, the Council had just tendered for the replacement of the other five 
RCV’s in the fleet, meaning that all of the Council’s RCV’s would have the electric 
lifters by later Summer 2021. 
 
Members asked: 

 How long it would be before the Whinney Hill tip would be full. 

 If additional funding would be provided from Lancashire County Council to 

increase recycling rates and reduce carbon footprints. 

The Working Group was informed that the Whinney Hill tip would be full by 2026 
and that no extra funding had been received by the Council for increased recycling 
or reducing carbon footprints.  The Waste Services Manager reported that 
Hyndburn had made a start in reducing their carbon footprint by introducing electric 
lifters and would look at changing to fully electric vehicles as soon as transfer 
stations were introduced for tipping.  The Chair, Councillor Paul Cox, indicated that 
he would raise the importance of moving to the use of transfer stations as soon as 
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possible in order to enable the use of fully electric vehicles, at the next meeting of 
the Lancashire Waste Partnership.   
 
Agreed - That the Chair, Councillor Paul Cox, raises the 

importance of moving towards tipping at transfer 
stations as soon as possible, at the next meeting of the 
Lancashire Waste Partnership.   

 
52 Date of Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting to be confirmed.   
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 
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